THE RELATIVE VALUES OF NON COHESIVE
AND COHESIVE GOLD.
I will preface my few remarks by a quotation from a familiar and popular author on dental practice in his remarks on the use of gold as a filling ma'erial.
I refer to Dr. J. Foster Flagg, where he says, "It is a work which can be best done by not more than one worker in a thousand; a work which can be well done by not more than one worker in a hundred; a work which is not reasonably well done by more than one worker in ten, and yet a work which is attempted in gold-working dentistry by nine workmen out of ten."
Happy is the one man in the thousand that can best insert a gold plug. To him these remarks are not addrersed, but it is for the benefit of the remaining nine hundred and ninety-nine that this article is written.
As In the third class referred to, namely, those on the proximal surfaces of incisors and cuspids, the plan I have adopted (after separation) is to so shape the cavity so as to have an undercut at both extremities of it; beveling both lingual and labial edges, not depending on the last two for the retention of the plug to-be inserted. After the cavity is prepared, I take the proper size piece of No. 4 soft foil, and fold it into a ribbon that is one-third wider than the long diameter of the cavity; then take a small instrument, say a broken excavator, and roll into a cyclinder (do not roll too closely). Experience will tell you how much gold you will require for the cylinder. It will vary from onefifth to a whole sheet. (I prefer these cylinders to any found in the depots.)
It is presumed the dam is applied. You will then insert the cylinder into the cavity, forcing it up at the cervical margin, and allow it to protrude both at the cervical and lingual margins, forcing it into the undercuts at each end of the cavity, making a sort of basket of gold in your cavity; then begin with cohesive gold at the cervical, and finish the cavity with it, and at the last condense the whole with foot-shaped pluggers and finish in the usual way.
In the fourth class, viz., proximals between bicuspids and molars, if the grinding surface is not weakened or gone, I pursue the same plan as in the incisors; but, if a compound cavity, I depend for retention on the lateral walls as well as the cervical, inserting the cylinders with the end looking toward the adjoining tooth, letting it protrude, making my basket as usual, and finishing with cohesive gold, condensing thoroughly wherever the soft gold came to the surface, and finishing with disks and tape.
In the fifth and last class referred to, those on the Uabial surfaces of incisors and cuspids, and on the buccal -surfaces of molars, it has been my practice to bevel the -edges as far as practicable throughout the whole margin, making an undercut all the way around with wheel-shaped burs, and inserting a cylinder on end, one that would protrude from a third to half its length beyond the Cavity, and then make a cavity in the cylinder, forcing the soft gold into the undercut and filling the cavity thus formed with cohesive foil, and at last condensing the whole with foot-shaped points (as it were to head dSHvn a rivet) finishing with stones, etc.
^
One danger to the beginner in this method, is that the cylinders will not be of a proper size. They will either be too large to be inserted, or so small they will not be retained in place.
The one great object to be attained in any filling, 
